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FOREWORD

In order to assiet the reader, it will be neéessary to
give him a brief history of the combst team, so that he will
better understand the unit and individuals concerned.

President Rocsevelt, 4 February 1943, sent the War Depart-

ment the following message:
"fhe proposal of the War Department to orgenize a combat
team consisting of loyal American (itizens of Japanese
deacent has my full approval. Wo loyal citizen of the
United States should be denied the democratic right to
exercise the responsibilities of his citizenship regard-
lese Of his GfCEBETYF.iserurnsnieirnervirvooreasanens n

In accordance with this, the 442nd Combat Teem was agtiv-
ated February 1, 1943, consisting of three infantry battalione,
the 232nd Engineer Qompany (Combat) and the 522nd Field Artill-
ery Battalion, at Camp Shelby, Missiesippi. (1)} Acroes the
road from the newly activated unit wes the 100th Infantry Batt-
- alion (Separate) which hed been activated early in June, 1942,
and consisted of volunteers from the Haweiien National Guard.
This latter unit joined the 34th Division early in September
of 1943 and became famous as an sssault unit at the VCOLTURNO
RIVER Croesing, the battle of CASSINO, the ANZIO Beachhead
and the drive on ROME. (2)

The 442nd Combat Team trained at Shelby until April of
1944, It eailed for overseas on the lst May, 1944--less one
battalion. The lat Battalion was redesignated the 171lst In-
Tantry Battalion (Separate) and remained in the States to
provide replacements for the Combat Team.(3)

The personnel comprising both these units were Japsneee-
Americana, who had volunteered for military service eoon after
the attack on PEARL HARBOR. About seventy percent, initially
came from the Territory of Hawaii, the remainder were Nisei
(8tateside Japansse Americane) who were already serving in the
army in non-combat units. There were a few Qaucasian Officers
who served with this distinguished unit.

These then, were the individuals and unite, which formed
the Infantry Team, that received it's first battle indoctrinas-
tion on the 26th of June, 1944, and became amcclaimed by more
than one commander as the finest assault troops he hed ever

seen, (4)

1} A=-1 P. 9

2) Persocnal Knowledge
3) A-2 P. 3 & 4

4} Personal Knowledge
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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALICH, 442ND INFANTRY
(attached to the 34th Infantry Divieion)
in the pursuit to the Arno in the vicine
ity of Suvereto, Italy 26th Jume, 1944.
ROME=-ARNO CAMPAIGN

Personal Bxperience'of a Heavy Weapons Company Commender

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION _

Thie monograph covers the first day of combat of thé 2nd Baitalion
442nd Infantry, attached to the 34th Infantry Division, near SUVERETO,
ITALY the 26th June 1944, during the %Ersuit to the Arnc.

In order to give the readef & plcture of events leading up to the
Pursuit to the ARNO, it will be necessary to cover the major events lead-
ing up to the capture of ROME. |

From basee in SICILY and NORTH AFRICA, early in September 1943
tﬂe British Eighth Army end the US Fifth Army successfully invaded the
ITALIAN PENINSULA and msde the first penetration into HITLER'S FORTRESS
EROPE. (See Map A) The two ermies moved rapidly and by the lst of
October had captured the cities of NAPLES and POGGIA. By November the
firet, both armies were confronted with a series of pesitions in depth,
located generally north of the GARIGLIANO RIVER on the weet and the
SANGRO RIVER on the east. (5)

The alliee spent the first part of the 1943-i44 winter_crossing
‘ the GARIGLIAND and SANGRO RIVERS and breaking the Winter Line, only %o
be confronted by the Gustav Line protecting the epproaches to the city
of ROME. (See Map A) The Fifth Army made two attempts to break through
the dominating hills which barred the entrance to the LIRI RIVER VALLEY,
The attempt at CASSINO, the key position in the Germen defenses, failed,

after repeated attacks during the Pirst three months of 1944, The second

(5) A-8 P. 220-225
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attenpt waa made January 22 at ANZIO. A beachhead was foreced and held
by the Allies; ﬁ_thorn in the enemy's side, engaging his tactical re-
serves. (See Map A) But it too failed 1o open a bre&k—ﬁhraugh north
to ROME. (6)

On Mey 11, 1944, after heavy artillery and aerial preparation
the Allied Armies in ITALY lsunched the drive, whicﬁ in the first
weeka of fighting broke the GU3STAV LINE and captured the city of
CASSINO. This drive carried the Fifth Army in it's first two weeks
of fighting from TERRACINA to & juncture with the Anzio forces below
CISTERNA on the 25th of May. Now the roads to Rome were opened to the
Fifth Army. (7) |

In the late afternoon of 4th June 1944, beaten elemente of the
German Tenth and Fourteenth Armieé, disorgenized and torn apa;t by
VI Corps and II Corps of the Fifth Army, which had batiered their
way through the GUSTAV LINE and out of the ANZIO BEACHHEAD, were in
full flight north of ROME, first of the major Axis Capitals to be
freed from Nazi Faecist Regime. (8) Pursuilt of the enemy and emash-
ing hiﬁ és.much as possible was the order of the day, following the
broad provisions of operstion order No. 1, iasued'by the Allled Armies
in Italy on the 5th May. (9)

Two daye. after the capture of ROME~-6th June, 1944, Allied Forces
croesed the English Channel to open the long awaited offensive in FRANCE.
This actlion which represented the major ﬁllied offensive in the weet
took precedence over the ITALIAN CAMPAIGN, both in men and supplies,
actually,however, Fifth Army wae less than half-way through it's cam=-
paign, and battlee yet to come were to be severe, if less publicized
than those ofIGASSINO and ANZIO. (10)

The fulfillment of the conference at TEMERAN, in IRAN, in which

Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill, "agreed as to the scope and timing

(6) A-8 P. 225-229
(7) A-8 P. 287-288
(8) a-4 P. 1

(9) A-4 P. 9

(10) 4-5 P. 268
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of the operation to be underteken from the east, west and south® in 1944

"for the destruction of the German forces", had begun. (11)

THE GENERAL SITUATION (See Map B)

On the day that ROME was captured, the Army'pammandér issued
ordere directing the Fifth Army to maintain it's relentlees pursuit
northwest of ROME. {12)

The tactical plan noﬁ was neccessarily thﬁt of keeping in close
contact with the enemy and emashing his retreat so ae to cut off
large bodies of his troops. The pursuit in conjunction with opera-
tions order Fo. 1 fell into two periods. From 4th of June to the 15th
the advance was very rapid, through the gentle hill country north of
the TIBER and in the OMBERONE VALLEY around GRASSETOQ, gains of 15 miles
& day were not uncommon in the first few days of the pureuit. The
next month, however, the chase led through more difficult country
where the German defense functioned better and the gains were corres-—
pondingly slower. (13)

The army zone was naturally divided into two sectors; II Corpe
cn the right which was pushing up Highway No. 2, VI Corps on the left
moving up Highway No. 1 capturing the Port of CIVITAVECCHIA on the Tth
of June and cutting acrose II Corps front entering VITERBO on the 9th.
The %6th Divieion held all of VI Corps zone at -1200 hours on the 1lth
of June when the division and the coastal zone passed to the nevly
organized IV Corps (at this time our lines were nearly 65 miles north
of ROME). II Corps was eliminated from action by the flanking move-
ments of IV Corps and the French Expeditionary Corps, this completed
the first part of the reorganization of the Fifth Army. (14)

A separate operation under control ﬁf Allied Force headquarters,
using French troops, had taken the ISLAND OF ELBA off PIOMBING on

17th-19th June, then protecting the left flank of ocur furtherest

(11) 4-8.P. 212
(12) A-6 P. 35-37
(13) A-5 P. 273
(18} a-5 p. 278
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advance; on the right 8th Army was roughly abreast of the F.E.C. on

the line LAKE TRAISMENO-PERGIA. {15) On the 2lst of June the fromt

lines of the Fifth Army stretched from a point eight miles north of

GRO3SEYTGC near the west coast, eastward to the Eighth Army boundery

in the vicinity of §§RTRAHO. The troops were entering the TUSCANY

HILL Country. (16) It was here that General.Crittenberger broadened

the committment of IV Corps to include two diviaions. {(17)(See ¥ap 0)

Thie wae done partly to meet the stiffening enemy oppoeition and pgrt—

ly to £ill the widening zone as the coastline bent to the northwest. o
The Firet Armored Division, reinforced by the 36let Infantryrw?a ‘H‘_3¢§3i f
committed on the right of the 36th Divieion. The gggﬁ.ni§;sion had

already turned northwest to keep it's flanks to the sea, and continued

up Highway No. 1. {18) On the 25th of June thie division on it's

final day of combat in ITALY, brought about the fall of FIOMBINO, cut

the road leading from Highway No. 1 to SUVERETO, andfi;;égggé}the town

of CAMPIGLIA. (19) | “

THE 34TH DIVISION SITUATION & PLANS (See Map C)

Elements of the 34th Division had moved into their finsl bivcua&
ereas near GROSETTO, ITALI,_24th June 1944, The units of the division
had elmost two weeks of rest and replacements had been received by
the battle weary veterans. Horal in all ﬁnita was excellent. Supply
efchelons had moved up close to the fighting frongfwith the capture of
CIVITAVECGHI%,and replacement of parts, clothing and squipment weas
generally completed.

The Germans who had suffered a terrific beating were receiving
new reinforceﬁent unite from southern France and northern Itely. The
morale of their new troope wes sxcellent, they knew th&t their pri-
mary job was one of delaeying cur advance by inflicting heavy losees

in men and equipment. The Germans had excellent equipment and supply

(15) A-5 P. 280
{16) a-4 P, 49
(17) a-4 P. 51
(18) a~5 P, 281
(19) A-4 P. 53



facilities to accomplish this $ask, besides the added advantage of
picking their own terrain on which to fight in the TUSCANNY HILL
Country, which was ideally euited for slow retrograde movement.
Cuteide of the enemy's adventage of terrain, the opposing forces
were comparatively equal in.combat efficiency. (20)

The 34th Divieion planned to accomplish the relief of the 36th
by 1200 the 26th June, 1944, The division tock over the same miesion
as it'e predecessor, to advance repidly in it's zone to the west and
northwest, to maintain contact with_the lgt Armored Division on the
right and to protect the left flenk of IV Corps. It's First objective
was line just south of CASTAGNETO, ten miles north of the point where
the division was to enter the line. The division left flank, traversed
by Highway No. 1 and consieting of the coastal plain and a rough hill-
mass extending northward from the CCRNICE VALLEY, was assigned to the
133rd Regimental Combat Team, on e front of approzimately seven miles.
The center of the zone a four mile front wae given to the 442nd Com~
bat Team, astride theSUVERETO-CASTAGNETO road, while the four mile zone
on the right went to the 168th Infentry Regiment. The légth's mission
wes to contact the 9let Reconnaissance Squadron on the left of the Firstﬁ
Armored Division. (21) The 155th Regiment wae in division reserve. {(22)

THE COMBAT TEAMS DISPOSITION AND PLANS (See Map D)

\
The combat tesm merged into the fighting forces, which made iﬁ

Doamogo
P ) ‘\3.-
famous ihroughout two armies, in & bivouec area & few miles from g -

GROSSETO, ITALY, the 10th of June, 1944, per General Order #44
Headquartere, 34th Infantry Division. The forces that merged were
the orgenic units of the 442nd Infantry end the 160th Battalien
(8eparate). Here the unit trained and prepared itself for combat
until 21lst of June, 1944. {23}

The regiment made it's finsl movement prior to combat from a

(20) Personal knowledge
(21) a-4 P. 54

(22) Personsl knowledge
(23) A1 P. 31



bivouac area near GRAVASSANO on the morning of the 25th and marched
thirteen miles to it's final assembly area, four and & half miles
northeast of FOLLONICA. (24) (S8ee Map 0)

To clear the center of the division zone, it was necessary for
the combat team to take a trio of small villages situasted on dominat-
ing hills; SUVERETO and BELVEDERE, loceted within one-half mile of
each other, and SASSETA, about four miles north. 8Strong elemente of
the 1683 Panzer Grenadier Divieion had been inserted here by the
Germens to bolster the weskening 19th G.A.F. Field Division, and it
was against their naturally strong end well defended hill positions
that the regiment was to launch it's attack. The terrain consisted
of steep ridges, narrow valleye snd deep ravines, with one narrow,
twisting road comnecting the villages. (25) |

At 2400, on 25th of June 1944, the regiment, after receiving the
Division order, issued the following vlan of attack. (26) The third
ﬁatt&lion.would move astride the SUVERETO-S&SSETA highway; relieving
elements of the 517 Parachute Infantry Regiment, attack SUVERETO and.
BELVEDERE, then move frontally to take SASSETA. The 2nd Battalion
would relieve elements of the l&EﬁHqi;éantry and contimie the attack

north, keeping the MASSERA-GORNIA CREEK on it's right boundary, pro-

tecting the regiments right flank, then cut the road north of sASSETA) A

+o CASTAGNETO. The 100th Battalion wes to be in reserve and follow

the 3rd Battalion. (27) Line of departure for both attacking battalions

--the line held by unite to be relieved. Time of attack--063%0 26th of
June.

THE BATTALTON IN THE FINAL ASSEMBLY AREA (28) (See Map D)

Ae the dusty Infentry men of the Second Battalion moved off the
north-south road to SUVERETO into thelr finel assembly ares, at 1530

the 265th of June, it was apparent that the essence of batile was

s

o

(24) a-3 P, 17

(25) A-5 P. 56

(26) Personal knowledge; stetement of Colenel C. W. Pence, then Reg-
imental Commander of the 442nd Infantry, l4th October, 1949

(27) 4~2 P. 17 end Personal knowledge

{28) Personal knowledge
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vory close. The remains of & emall ekirmish was guite evident in

the center of the Batt&licn assembly area where the bodies of Ger-

man soldiers and several members of the 517 Parachute Infaniry had
fellen. The scene left it'e impact on the men of the battalion through-
out the remasinder of the day.

Orders were issued by bettalion, upon occupation of the mresa,
for the final checking of all equipment for combat, the issuance
of ammunition and the location of gecurity. The companies spent
the remaining hours of daylight complying with these orders.

After a beleted evening meal, the battalion commander oriented
the company commanders and staff on the situation up until the time
the unit had moved into the ares.....

The battalion had been following close bshind the 142nd Infantry
throughout it's movement during the dey. The 517 Pgrachute Infantry
and the 142nd Infantry hed reached a point just south of a line drawn
thrcugﬁ CAMPIGLIA and SUVERETO, (See Map C) there, unite would hold
these positions until relieved by elements of the “442nd Combat Team
on the 26th June., This line was approximately three and a half miles
north of the battalione present location. Strong elements of the en-
emy_had been encountered just south and east of SUVERETO, at the present
time it was believed these units weré of battalion strength and had
withdrewn to SUVERETO. When committed on the 26th of June the batte
alion would attack ss follows; E Company on the right and F Compeny:
on the left, G Company to follow the leading companies in reser#e.

H Compeny would initally place s machine gun platoon in direct support
of the two leading companies. The mortar platoon would be in geﬁeral
support of the battalion. Battalion asd station at the bridge east of
MCUNT PELOSO. Baettalion supply paint at the unimproved rosd junction

southeast of MOUNT FELOSO. The battalion commander planned to be with
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the leading element in the movement to the attack position. All units
of the battalion would orient their personnel and plan routes to the
road for poesible night movement cut of the area.

After this brief criemtation end fregmentary order, the battalion
commander, the 5-2, 5-3, the artillery liasion officer and E Compeny
Commander made a detailed map reconneissance of all forward areas in
which the unit might be committed. It was too late for any ground
reconnaiesance prior to darkness and as yet we had no knowledge of
exactly which unit we would relieve. A= the picture of the terrain
unfolded, it looked like véry rough country, with meny small streanms,
deeyp ravines and heavily wooded hills. From this map reconnaissance,
two natural obstacles could be well defended; the hill-mess at SUVERETO-
EELVEDERE, and the MASSERA=OORNIA CREEK VALLEY. Approaches 1o the
hill-maes were obvious,.but the crossing of the creek was difficult
to determine. Finally, after much discussion and contimzal reference
to the maps, the battalion commander decided, that, if the unit was
aesigned thie area, we would cross thé creék gt & point east of the
bridge which was on the ﬁorth east slope of MOUNT PELOEO.

The regimentel attack order was received by the Second Battalion
ﬁt 0115--26th June, 1944, Essentially the battalion order followed
the plan as outlined above, with the crossing of the MASSERA-CORNIA
CREEK. More detailed orders, if needed, would be issued on the attack
position. Line of departure would be the road ;unning parallel to the
MASSERA-CORNIA CREEK; H-hour, 06%0 hours--26th June, 1944. E Company
would crose the I.F., the road junction just north of the battalion
assenbly ares, ﬁt 0%30.

MOVEMENT TO THE ATTACK POSITICN (29) (See Map D)

During the short time allotted for the battalion to be on the move,

everyone from the battalion commaender to the company rifleman was busily

(29} Personal knowledge
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engaged in qollecting his equipment end picking up his K-rations.
There was pome confusion but this was only natural due to the extrenme
darkneés. The moon which had ehone brightly during ihe early houre
of the night w:s now conmspicious by it's absenfe. The heavy under~
‘growth and denee foreet hindered the movement of iﬁdividuals to their
platoon apsembly area, but the unit's movement to the initial point
wae orderly and remerkably gquiet.

E Company croéaed the I.P. at exsctly 0330 hours with the bati-
alion to it's rear in a column of companies. Order of march; E, F,

HQ, G, H. The battalion transportation would follow and crose the
I.P. at 0530 hours.

Difficulty was encountered along the route, because of two.reasona;
the leck of prior recdnnaissance and also the inaccuracy of;the mapsa
which had teen studied thé evening before. The maps had not contained
the maize of trails snd mle paths which jutted off the route of march.
In most inetances, there was practically no distinction.betwaen the un-
improved road and the trail or mule bath. This unforeseen difficulty
slowed down the movement to sﬁch an extent that the leading elements
of the battalion had moved only a mile by O4%0. If this slow movemen£
pfevailed the battalion would arrive ét the attack position tooc late
for any ground reconnaissance.

Orders were iseued by the battalion commander for all company
commanders to join him at the hea& of the merch column. ' Dawn was
ﬁraaking vhen the battalion commander's party arrived at thé battalion
observation post of the 142nd Infantfy. A gquick ground orientation
was given by the commander of the unit t§ be relieved and the disposi-
tion of his troops which were located just forward of our attask pos-
itions snd a variable 500 yarde from the road, which was to be our

line of depsrture, During the night this battalion had captured 23
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Germans in the vicinity of the road junction, IOG yards forward of
our proposed line of éeparture.

Based on hie prior map reconnaissance and the present ground
- reconnaissance the battalion commander issued his attack order.
Basically the tentative plan issued the evening of the 25th and the
attack orders were the same. |

THE BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK (%0) (See Map D)

The line of departure would be the road just east of the CORNIA
CREEK: H-hour 0630.

The battelion would cross the line of departure with two companies
efheloned to the right. Company F would be the base company and lead
the attack, seize HILL 101, and send out a strong patrol to the weet
slope of BILL 161, the battslion objective. If this . patrol succeeded;
the remainder of the company would join it on the objective and await
further orders. Company E would seize HILL 104 in it's sector and be
prepared to éaaiat F Company on HILL 161, send a squad to HILL 10% to
protect the battalions right flank. The machine gun platoons of H
Company would be in direct supporﬁ-—one platoon to each company. &G
Uompany in support of the battalion would initially take up positicns
on HILL 122 to protect the right flank of the battalion.

The 8lmm mortar platoon of H Company would initislly support
the battalion from positions in rear of HILL 122 in conjunction with
the mortar platoon of H Company of the 142nd Infantry. All mortar
end arillery congcenttration would be on ¢all. There would be no pre-
paratory fires prior to the attack. The heavy machine gun platooniin
direct support of E & F Companies would be prepared to support by fire
from positions on HILL 122 andjoin their unite immediately when.their
fires were masked. (At this point in the stiack order, the battalion

began to move into their attack positions and the battalion commsnd groﬁp

(30) Personal knowledge
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was seen moving across the MILIA GREEK immediately to the rear.)

The battalion ammunition dump wae to be esteblished as initially
plenned, at the unimproved road junction southemst of MUINT PELOSO
and the battalion aid station, in the house south of the bri&ge just
east of MOUﬁT PELOSO.

The battalion commend group would initially be located on HILL
122, then follow F Company. Radio ailenc;.WGuld be maintained until
the CORNIA CREEK was crossed. SOR 300 radios would be the only source
of communication. The battalion command post.would bé at the bridge
¢rossing MILIA OREEK. |

After receipt ﬁf the battalion attack order at 0600 hours the

company commanders hurried to their company atteck positions. The dey

promised to be fair with few cléude in the sky.

NARRATION

MOYEMENT FROM THE ATTACK POSITION TO THE INITIAL OBJECTIVE {31) (See Map D)

Company F, led by Captain Akiﬁé moved across thé line of departure
in & colum of platoons at 0630 hours the 26th of June, 1944, Cépﬁiiaﬁﬁw
Mkine had decided thet this formation would fageilitate control,aru
the woods on this side of CORNIA CREEK and the crossing north of the
bridge.

At 0630 hours, Company E, led by Captain Crowley crossed the line

of departure with two platoone abreast. This formation was used due to

the wide, cultivated fieldse in this company's sector and the lack of

any conceeled approaches.

All elements of both ﬁompaniee were zcross the creek by 0715;
Company F reported that it was about 300 yarde beyond the stream and
proceeding rapidly towards HILL 101. The Company after crossing the

creek had moved into a wedge formation. (One Germen sniper hed been

(31) Personal knowledge
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killed by edvance ecouts on the forward slopee of the objective.) (32)

At 0730 E Gcmpany-feported that it was moving up the forward slopes

of HILL 104, vieibility was becoming extremely 1imited due to the ' ;taﬁ
heavy undergrowth and woods. By 0730, G Compaeny had occupied HILL 122 L\%ﬁ;uﬁ

and all of the elements of the 142nd Infantry had been relieved. o

At 0800 houre the bettalion commander received a regimental ¥

Al

1 . {
order to deley any further forward movement until 0900. ‘gffggpsfwere

made to contsct E & F Companies, without succese. The reconnalisence
officer of H Company, who was on the other side of the creek, immediate—
ly to the rear of E Company, was contected by the H Company Commander.
The reconnaisance officer was instructed to send a messenger to E
Company on itfe initial objective HILL 104 with instructions to delay
their sttack until 0900. All efforts to attempt to reach F Company
were futile. At this point, the battalion commander instructed the
H Compeny Commander to keep his mortars in their initisl poeition end
the 8-3 to maintain contact with regiment and to get Captain anll of
Company G to rerort to the cbservation post imﬁediately. He then
went forward to contect Captain Akins.

The battalion commander céught-up with Ceptain Akins at the
latiers obaervatién post on.HILL 101. It was here that he learned
thet F Compenies forward elements were already on the battalion 6bjeb-
tive HILL 161. From this forward position, they were observipg an in-
creaping emount of enemy activity between BELVEDERE end SUVERETQ, in—
cluding several tanks. (See Map D) This informetion plus the present
direqtion of attack of the battalion, which was bringing it into rougher
and more formidable natural obstacles, high underbrush and steep re-
vines, necessitated a change in the original attack order; if the bati-

alion was to contimue towsrds it's objective beyond SASSETA.

(32) Statement of Major Thomes Akine, then compeny commander of F
Company on the 29th of October, 1949.
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A CHANGE IN PLANS (See Map E)

The battalion commander formilated the new attack order at Company
F's observation post. F Company would revert to battalion reserve.
Company E instead of supporting F Company's seizure of HILL 161 would

move to the left of the CORNIA CREEK and seize HILL 127. GCompany G

N i

from it's position.on HILL 122 would move up the ridge line east of
the creek snd seize HILL 221. Time of Attack 0930. Captain Akins
was ordered to organize his company immedietely and move back to the
road, Prom there to follow the leading companies along the road east
of CORNILA CREEK. (3%) Using a messenger, he advised the E Company
Commander of the change in plans.

| The S-3 while waiting for the reappearance of the battalion com-
mander learned the resson for the delay from the battalion execu-
tive officer-by telephone. The third bettalion had encountered the
same difficulties as the second in their movement to the attack posi-~
tion and finally had become lost. It's crossing of the line.6f dé—

parture was delayed until 0900.

. (

I

A megsenger from Company E reperted inte the:qugrvatioq"post e
with the following message:.“E Company would have to move back to-
wards the cresck bank before moving forward teo HILL 127.% This would
be necessary due to & steep embankment about 50 meters.bigh on the
north side of HILL 105.

It was while the 8-% was futilly brying to contact Company E
that the battalion commander made hie appearance and told the command
_group his change in the direction of the attsck. He instructed
Captain Aull of Company G, to move forward at 0930 end capture HILL
221, but not to move beycond CORNIA CREEK.

The battalion commander after being informed of the message

from E Company, approved their movement back to the stream bank.

(55) Statement of Major Thomas Akine, then company Commender df F
Compeny, on the 29th of October, 1949
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The company commander of H Company was now faced with the problem
of getting the machine gun platoon with F Company back and in support
of G Compeny. He finally contacted Lt. Meyers, his recommaissance
officer, and told him to order the platoon leader of the sscond pla-

toonr back across the creek to auppoft G Compeny. The reconnaiseance

officer, would stay with the forward elements of Compeny F, control .

the command post and the motor transportation of Company H which

would meet him on the rqad. The morter platoon leader, present at the
observation vost, was instructed to move two sections from thelr
present positions behind HILL 221, by carrier to the road, from there
to follow the forward elements of F Company. The remaining section to
stay in position until it could no longer support the battalion.

At this time, everyone from the battalion commander to the two
leading rifle elements assumed that Company F would move directly
back to the road over the same route he had used for hig_advance to
the initial objective.

By 0915 the battalion command group, including the heavy weapons
commander, were on the road between the two attacking compénies; E&G
Both units could be observed from this position. The battalion command
net still failed to funciion and messengers were resorted to by the |
battalion commsnder to maintain control of E & G companies. (34)

The battelion anti-tank platoon was aseigned the mission of pro-
tecting the road by fire from a position nort: of HILL 122. This loca-
tion gave their guns excellent fields of fire directly down the road,
and covered the only poesible tank approach in the battalion area.

While waiting for the units to organize and change their direc-
tion of attack, the battalion cqmmander received a brief report on
the regimental situation. The Third Battalion did croes the line of de-~

parture at 0900 (35) and was meeting contimious rifle and sutomatic

(34) Statement of Lt. Col J. M. Hanley, Battalion Commander of the
ond Bettalion on the 28th of October, 1949.
(35) A-1P. 33
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fire from the approaches to SUVERETO. (See Map D) The 168th Infantry
which wae supposed to be on ﬁhe road which the battalion was now a-
stride, had not made an appsarance and regiment had no information as
to when they would enter their sector.

At 0925 with still no information of Company F, it was decided
to hold off the attack of E Company until 1000. Company G would attack
as planned and seize HILL 221. Meesengsrs relayed this information to
E and G Qompanies.

So far, the unit had moved from it's line of departure to the
battalion objective, a distance of approximately two and a half miles,
changed it's direction and moved a mile up both sides of the CORNIA
Creek without hearing a shot fired by the enemy.

A MEETING ENGAGEMENT (36) (See Map E)

Tﬁo M-8 reconnaissance.vehiclea of the 34th Division breezed past
the Battalion command gfoup and contimed north on the_road. In their
wake were two vehicles of the 2nd platoon of H Company. The section
leader of these vehicles had been instructed to displace to the road
ﬁnd move by carrier to this location. Their movement to this position
was a good one, it could cover the road for well over a thousand yards,

: R « QPR Ll
thus prﬁtecbﬁiﬁ% left flank of G Companydgﬁféilgsiing to seize HILL 22].

As the company commander of H Company observed this section go
into position én a small knoll just to the right of the road, Lt.
Mevers came in over the company command net. He wae in a house 300
yarde north of CORNIA CREEK. The buildihg was plainly visible approx-
imately 1000 yards Yo the immediate front. Lt. Mevers, from this lo-
cation, was observing two enemy tenks and approximately a company of
enemy infantry moving toward hig position just south of the LADANO

and MASSERA Creeks. (37) Company F at this time, was to his left

front, and moving slowly forward. This information was relayed by

(36) Personal knowledge
(57) a-3 P. 18
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messenger to the battalion commander, who immediately came forward,
directed the artillery officer to fire a concentration on thie enemy
agtivity with Lt. Meyers as the ohserver.

While the message was being transmitted to the fire direction
center, heavy small arms fire became audible to the immediate front
and light artillery mized with high velocity shells tegan to fall in
the vicinity of the battalion command group and the A. T. positions,
covering a stretch of the road for almost two-hundred yards. Firing
in this area continued for well over the next two hours with such in-
tensity that the anti-tank gunnere were forced to abandon thelr posi¥
tions and sesk shelter; but not until they had suffered numeroﬁa cagu—
alties. The battalion command group, which the bdttalion commander
had left when he went forward to contact the commander of H Company,
was also forced to move and seek cover in a deep ravine running per-
pendicular to the road. They alsc had numerous casusalties, among
them being the battalion 8«3,

The battalion commender's immediete concern was F Company. | P
Through Lt. Meyers it wae apﬁarent that the company was immed%ate-
ly engaged in combat just forward of the hill on vhich ﬁé‘ﬁg; located.
The enemy unit he had observed was still moving forward and was about
500 yards south of the creek junetion. OCompasny E was ordered to move
immedietely end seize HILL 127. By this maneuver the battalion command— .-
er was hoping to gein time, receive information of the enemy and assist
Company F by fire. There was also the possibility that this movement
would limit the enemy's chence of maneuver.

Qompany F, assuming that the battalion was in front, had moved by
the moet direct route from HILL 161 to the valley road. This movement
had been asccomplished by using the meximum amount of cover and conceal-

ment afforded by HILL 161 and HILL 127 to gain the GORNIA Creek road.
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Astride the road the unit had moved in a column of platoone with the
forward platoon sending out scouts to contact the remainder of the
battalion. It was in this formation when it was engeged by the en-
emy.
| It was while crossing the bridge over the CORNIA CREEK that Captain

Akins became conéerned about the whersabouts of the reet of the batta~
lion. He received a message through ihe company 536 net, from the ad-
vanced guard commander that the point had just seen movement up shead.
He instructed his executive officer to halt the company after it had
cleared the bridge and was well into the concealment of the trees on
either side of the road. He then moved forward to contact the forward
security elements. He reached the advanced scout and Sgt. Oyasato at
the bend in the road. Captain Akins looked through his binoculars in
the direction pointed out to him, at first glance, it was apparent that
several German soldiers were moving leisurly, just off the road, in |
their direction. He ordered Sgt. Oyasato to immediately move forward
with his squad and engage the enemy. The squad did move about 25 yards
around the bend when it was subjected to heavy smell arme and automatic
fire. The platoon leader attempting to réach them was wounded and the
5%6 radio was practically riddled with bullets. |

The wounded officer was nlzced in the shelter of the deep irriga-
tion ditch on the left side of the road. Under heavy small arme fire
Sgt. Cyasato deploved hié gruad on either side of the road using the
irrigation diteh wherever possibie for his men. A German tank, flanked
by @oldiers, appeared on the road to his front; he ordered the bazooka:
to engage it and the riflemen to fire at the infantry‘on either side of
the tank. From hié vantage point Sgt. Oyasato then engaged the tank
with rifle grenades. Due to the intense fire of the squad the German

goldiers were forced to withdraw. The tank stopped after several rounds
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of grenades had landed iﬁmediately to it’s_frontAbut contimied firing
down the road over the heads of this squad. Several men hed been wound-
ed and while they were being helped into the ditch, ;‘self-propelled
88 mm began firing from the squad's right front, with the shells land-
ing well %o the rear. Sgt. Oyasata ordered all his men into the pfo-
tection of the deep ditches and to fire at any Germsn that appeured.

He then learned thet the batteries on the bazooke were dead and, con-
sequently, there was no enti-tank defensee in the.squad. Small erms
fire and the shelles from the 83 mm'eﬁploding beceme more intense to the
left rear of this squad's position. fhe tanlc now began to move off the
road toward the creek with the ;elf-propelled following. {38)

Captain Akins, after iaeuing his order to Sgt. Oy=sato, had
moved back to the rear of the first platoon. When he heard the smallﬁ
arme fire to his iumediate front he signalled the remaindér.of the
company behind »im to move to the left of the road. The advance guard
could be seen =moving directly to his front between the éreek and the
base of HILL 128. After several futile attempts to comtact the platoon
leader of the firet platoon by radio, he started forward and égain
reached the bend in the road.

From here he could see that this platoon was completely under
fire of tanks and infantry. He then moved hack t0 where his company
hed been signaled to gzo. The self-propelled which had fired over 3gt.
Oyasatale scusd was causing a great meny casualties and a greet @eal
of confusion. The second platoon hed moved well forward and just to
the left rezar of the adﬁance guard and at this timé was engaging the
tanks and infantry trying to come through the opén aresa just east of
the MASSZIRA Creek. The men in the vicinity of Capt Akins were caught
between the fireé from the tanks and the automatic fire of the enemy

riflemen. He ordered these men to get intc the deep ditches along

(%8) Statement of Captain Henry Oyasato, then squad leader in the
1t platoon of Company F., 2nd October, 1949 '
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side the road and for his 60mm mortars to engage the enemy infantry
in the vicinity of the two tanks.

The terrein made it impossible to set-up the £0's in a covered
position in the immediate viecinity, Two mnrﬁars did find locations
further behind the hill, the third mortar went into aztion at once,

manned solely by the gunner. This gun inflicted heavy casualties to

the enemy infantry in the vicinity of the 88, before the Germen crew had

located it and scored a direct hit. (%9)

It was apparent to Captain Akins, that although the enemy’s
attack had dissipated immediately to his front, it was making pro-
grees on both flanks. He ordered the Rig@opns in nle vieinity, to
all back to thé'other side of the CORNIA ORZEK and he sent a mess3-
‘enger to relay this information to the first snd escond platoons.
From the south side of CORNIA CREEK hies company would have & mxch
better chance to fight the three tanks and the enemy infantry, which
he estimated st better than one company. (40)

Lf. Meyers, after firing the battalion concentration on the enemy
troops he had locsted, reportsd that although one tank had beép dig~-
abled and there seemed to be mumerous casualties, the other tank
with énemy troope was reorganizing and preparing to move down the
east side of the river. A platoon of this force wae moving directly
toward his position. He could hear almost co: tinmious small arms and
machine pistol fire and the infrequent sound of = heavier weébon, to
his left front. !

. At this tine, approximately 1250 hours, the battalion commander
received two messages from the command post: #The Third Battalion
had captured the town of SUVERE%b st 1100 hours, but was unable to
advance beyond, due to the intense fire of automatic weapons from the

high ground in the vicinity of BELVEDERE. The 100th Battalion had

(39} A~1 P. 35
(b0) a-7 P. 2
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been committed at-llio hours to drive theocugh the gap on the Second
Battalions left flank and seize BELVELDERE." (41) (See Map D) Message
mumber two was as follows: PReceived report signed Captain Aull, by
radio, that the enemy occupies the forward slopes of HILL 221." (42)

Through quemtioning of the wounded appearing on the road from
Company F's areas, the battalion commander learned piece-meal the
situation, From this informetion he decided that the German force in
contact with Company F had been sent for the purpose of intercepting
our forces. (43) He instructed his heavy weapons company commander to
contact E & F Companies and give them what fire support was available
in the battalion. Then to contact him in Company G‘s area, where he
would es%ablish a forward cbeervation posﬁ.

THE EXTENT OF THE ENEMY'S ATTACK (See Map E)

Through contact with §/Sgt Okasako, then platoon leader of the
machine gun plétoon in eupport of Company E, over the company command

net, the situation in Qompany E's area was made clear. They had driven
o

o

s emall enemy force from HILL 127 to a amall knob northeast of their
present position and were in the process of reorganizing. Captain
Crowley was going to leave one platoon on HILL 127 for.ﬁhe sacurity

of the heavy mechine guns, the 60mm mortars were already in Qggition
firing at the enemy occupied knob. Ome platoon would attack the north-
eaét knob of HILL 127 while the remainder of the company would be in

_ support.. (This 6peration was successful. The enemy force was driven
from the knob and withdrew toward the northweet. The platoon in this
engag -ment suffered several casualties, including the compeny commander.
Although this operation was succesaful, the information arrived oo
late for the battalion commander to make full use of Compaﬁy E's
position, which outflanked the enemy confronting F. Compeny.) Sgt.

Okasako while sending this informstion, had cbserved the enemy force of

(31) a-1 P, 33-34 .

(42) Statement of Lt. Col J. M. Hanley, then Battelion Commender, October
23, 1949

(4%) statement of Lt. Col. J. M. Hanley, thenBettalion Commander, October
23, 1949
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tanks and infantry moving down the east bank of the creek, firing on

Company F end threatening to outflank their position. He had already l*

ipetructed his gune to open fire when tﬁe§'reached the sharp bend in
the stream. The heavy weapone companyxéommander ordered Sgt. Okasako
to maintain this position until ordered to move. These machine guns
covered the enemy force, to the left of Gompany'F, with such a volume
of accurate and sustained fire, that the enemy infaﬁtry was forced.to
seek cover and disperse., Several attempts by énemy infantry, supported
by the fires of two Mark IV ﬁanka, to dislodge these guns from their
posltions met.with no euccess and each time the enemy was forced to
withdraw towafda LEDARO CREEK.

Before leaving'to contoct Company F, the heavy weapone company

" commander ordérad the section of guns near the road to move to the

house just south of CORNIA CREEK. From there they could mutually

support,the 2nd platoon and protect the withdrawal of wounded from

dampany F's erea. Two ssections of the Blmm platoon were ordered inte
pbaition_just east of the road in a deep culvert on the forward slope
of the south U of HILL 221. This was the only posifion available due

o the enemy's observed fire on the reverse slopes and the valley be~-

tween HILL 221 and HILL 122. They were initially assigned the mission -

of interdicting the area 200 yards north of HILL 128 and alsc to deny

the enemy the use of HILL 128.

Lt. Meyers was{ﬁéﬁ)while ﬁnving forward to contact Company F.
He and the two enlisted men with him had to Pight their way out of the

house on HILL 128 and down the reverée slope, through Germen Infantry

that had infiltrated behind. They had assisted three wounded men of

Company F to reach the south bank of GORNIA CREEK. The H Compeny

Commander eent him back to the company command post to faclilitate the

movement of ammunition forward and to notify the battalion executive
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officer of the aituatlion.
Enemy small arme fire and machine guns firing from HILL 128 and the

houses on the forward slopes, completely denied the battalion the use |

‘of the GOZNIA CREEK bridge and the rosd 200 yards south of it. The wound-

ed from Company P were forced to move down the steep embankment of the
creek to the left of the bridge in order to reach the comparative gafety
of the south bank.

Captain Akine wae contacted as he fought his way back through the
Germans in the vicinity of the bridge. With him was about a platoon
and a half of his company. They set-up positions just south of the
creek, from the road to the stream junction. The remsinder of this
company was completely-cut off and had Pollowed the pattern set by 3gt.
Oyasato early in the engagement. They were fighting the enemy from
all directions from the deep ditches on both eides of the trail west of
HILL 123.

Some of the men, due to sheer aggressivensss, had fought their
way through the enemy and had to fight their way back by two's and
three‘s to remch the south bank of the creek. BSgt. Oyasato's squad
waa Porced to stay on the other side in the protection of the ditches,
due to the number of wounded they were tending. By hand grenades and
rifle Pire, these small groups hericcally beat off repeated enemy
attacks. (44) |

The heavy concentration of enemy artillery and self-propelled
fire along the rosd to the rear ceased abruptly. It was extremely
noticeable; all thet could be heard now wes small arms fire to the
front and an occasional burst of machine~gun fire ffom Company E's
arga. Thie made it quite apperent that the 100£ﬁ Battelion, launching
it's attack from the vicinity of HILL 161 mist have seized BELVEDERE..

(See Map D) The time was approximately 1330 hours. (45)

(44) Statement of Captain Henry Oyasato, them scuad leader of the
1st platoon of Company F, 20th October, 1949
(45) a-1 P. 34
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THE BATTALION COUNTERATTACK (See Map E)

| As the heavy wéapons company commender moved acrose the road to
contact the battalion commander, the 31's began to fire at the houses
on the west elope of HILL 128. The enemy machine gun in that vicinity

had been silenced and the morters were zeroing in on the ares atop

Hill 128, by the time he reached the observation poet. The enemy force ¥

driven back by the machine gun in Company E's araa,\plus the troops 5\ ' 2 .
engaged'by Company F had by 1330 hours gained complete control of the.}
long ridge extending northeast of HILL 128. |

The observation post wes a hub-bub of activity. The srtillery
liason officer, in direct contact with the fire direction center, was
ordering a co#centration for the house atop HILL 128 and the area fired _
earlier. Lt. Stefnagle, a section leader of the 81 platoon, was di-
recting the fire of the 81's.in the vicinity of the "pink house’, _i

The batialion commander after contacting CompanylG and finding
the reported message ("the enemy occupied the for&ard glopes of HILL
221--signed Aull") false. Ordered Captain Aull to seize HILL 128
and hold it until further ordera. After the issuance of theée orders |
he established the observation post in it's present locetion. While
here he received word from the battalion executive officer that the
Third Battalion of the 163th Infantry had sent forward & reconnaieance
party. He met this party on the road immediately behind Compeny F's
present, position.

Company G under the.command of'cap£ain Aull had seized HILL 221
at 1230 hours, under intense enemy morter and artillery fire from the
direction of SASSETA. (46) At 13%0 hours it had crossed the OORNIA
Creek and wes now moving through the dense woods on the east slopes

of HILL 128, if'e objective.

At 1500 hours, the enemy force now estimated at battalion strength

(46) aA-3 P. 19
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mede his last effort to crose the CORNTA-MASSERA Oreek line. German
machine guns were placed along the ridge line of HILL 128. The in-
fantry and tanks could he seen assembling along the east bank of
MASSERA Creek. |

The battalion commender had all aupéorting weapons witheld their
fires until contset was made with Company G at 1515 hours. Captaein
Aull's company began to appear on the north-east slopee of Hili 128.
Almoet instentansocuely, the order was given to fire the mortars and
artillery. The battalion concentration called down on the assenbling
enemy forces, so disorganized them that by 1600 hours they were in
full retreat norﬁh of the juncture of the LEDANO-MASSERA Creeks. The
enemy forces along the ridge were almost completsly destroyed by the
accurate firing of the 81:m'as and the machine gun section which was
gtill with Company G.

Company G pursued the eneﬁy forces, by fire, to the juncture of
the LEDANO-MASSERA Greekl A petrol sent out ﬁo maintain contact with
Athe enemy was met by a strong delaying force and forced to stop on
the east bank of MASSERA CREEX. Here the compeny reorganized, less
one platoon, which was etill on Hill 221, and étayed until relieved
by eleﬁents.of the 163th Infantry. | |

As the.German force withdfew, it came in contact with Company A
of the 100th Battalion, which had set up a defensive position at HEGH—ﬁﬁ
ELINO, covering the SASSETA—SUVERETOIRoad. As the retrgating Germans
appeared, the heavy machine guns of Company D opened up, killing many
and scaﬁtering the rest into the hills. (47)

At 1730 hours,;arrangements were gompleted with the Third Battalion
of the 168th Infantry to relieve the battalion during the hours of dark-
neess Thé relief was accomplished by 2200 hours and the batile — weary

veterans marched back through SUVERETO to a bivouac area.

(47) A-1P. 35
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SUMMARY (8ee Map‘D}

To_bfiefly eummerize thie first day of combat, the following
pointe are significant: Although it failed t.o‘ gain it's objective
north of SASSETA, the battalion did succeed in engaging a large force
of the enemy that might have participated in the defenses along the
SUVERETA-SASSETA Road. The obeervation obtained by it's movement to
HILL 161, gave valusble information to the regimental commander,
which influenced the successful operation of the 100th Battalion at
BELVEDERE 2nd the road to SASSETA. The movement of the unit up the
MASSERA-CORNIA Creek, threstened the enemy flank and his defenses
at SASSETA, to euch an extent, that he was forced to send troops from
BELVEDERE and SASSETA to meet this threat; thue weakening his main
approaches which later in the day epelled his entire defeat all along
the road to SASSETA. The enemy's losees in the battalion sector,
though not definitely known, far exceeded our own. Though the fight=
ing was brief and mostly in Company F'e area, the Second Battalion
hed 42 men and officers killed or wounded during this ection. In-
_ formation is not availsble as to the ammunition expended btut it is
known that the expenditures of Compeny H in machine-gun and mortar
ammunition far exceaded their dey of supply.

The Regimental figures for the total number of enemy casualties “]
'is as follows: 178 killed, 20 known wounded, 86 captured. The figures “FVVD '

o

for captured or destroyed evuipment was 8 trucks, 19 jeeps, 13 motor- i/
cycles, 2 éntitank guns, 3 self-propelled guns, 2 :;;;;:<gizgﬁﬁgﬁd
cars, 2 haelf tracks, 1 &1mm.mortar snd 1 battalion and company command
post complete. (48)

The Regimental Commander, Colonel Pence, had this 1o say about .
the 442 Combat Team's, "Baptism of Fire". The combat team made.many

tactical errors, wasted much valuable time and committed other mis-

(48) &A-1 P. 35
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takes that experienced combat leading might have rendered unnecessary;
but in future operations the lessong learned the first day by Indivi-
duals and units was to their complete advantage." (49)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

There were many operations, in which the battalion took part that

mey have mede better reading or etory telling, but thie firet day of

.combat always stood as a guide for the unit, during the remainder of

it's battles, in which it won many decorations, including three Dis-

tinguished Unit Badges, and showed much grester combat aggressiveness

‘and injitiative.

What guide posts were set up by this firet day of action? They
were m&merous; but let us take the most significant ones brought out
by the action end analize them. These are: Reconnaissance (ﬁoth dur-
ing battle and prior to battle), Communication, Security, Control,

Contact with Adjacent Units, and finally, the Enemy's Action and the

" Role of the Heavy Weapons Company.

1. RECONNAISSANCE

It is my opinion that lack of reconnaissence, by all eschelons wes
one of the more outstending points of criticism in this operation. Al-
though the battalion received the order late and during the hours of
darkness, it had anticipated certain contents_of the regimental order.
¥hy didn't it anticipate routes to the battle position? It would have
been a simple matter to send a small pattol forward to contact the
un;t“tqhbg.;eliqud and have these same individuals, guide the batta-
lion to their bgttle positions. The map reconnaissance made the night
befp;e_ggfmof limited value dgfﬂjfLQ;;;?}inaccuracy. If regiment,
from it's obser#%gi&;h§6§£w;ﬁ MOUNT PELOSC had made a more complete \\
visual ground reconnaiseance of the area west of MASSERA-CORNIA Greek,\

it would have been obviously impoesible to move a battalion in any §

i

{49) Statement of Colonel C. W. Pence, then Regimentel Commender of the

4h2ond Combat Team, 14th October, 1949
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combat Pormation thru the rugged and heavy undergrowth running between
HILL loh-ﬁorth to LEDANO CREEK. Two more obvious miseions could have
been eesigned the battalion. First, the cutting of the road north of
BELVEDERE, in the rear of the enemy, could have been essily accomp-
lished from positions in the vieinity of HILL 161, by fhe battalion
at least four hours socnmer than it was accomplished by the 100th
Battalion. This would have speeded the Capture of SUVERETO by the
Third Battalion and inﬁdvertanily the Regimental objective, SASSETA,
and the road junction beyond SASSETA. Second, moving ﬁp astride the\\
MASSERA=CORNIA CREEK, which was laﬁer adopted by the battalion comm— : FEZ‘
ander, if assigned initially, could have speeded the movement of the ;‘ {ﬁ,
unit to such an extent that it would.have been in e more thrgatenihgfﬁ;
position to SASSETA before being obeserved by the enemy,

The companies of the battalion violated the cardinal rules of
ground énd battle reconnaissance in two inetances. First,'in moving

from the initial objective to the new direction of attack, Gompany\_,\f K}

;A

[N

E, with a more thorough ground reconnaissance to it's fromt, would | ~f A

‘have located an mcceseible reute to it'e next objective, HILL 161. l

P S R S S

This was the route used by Company F in it's movement to the road,”
which accounte for the inability of the battalion tp know the where-
sbouts of this unit until it was =2ctually engaged by the enemy. Com-—
pany F failed to send out patrols to reconnoiter it'e Torward move-
ment and to contact eithsr E or G Company. Gapﬁain Akins, iﬁ his
initial order for ithe engagement‘failed completely to realize the
importance of the terrain to his right, HILL 128, Battle reconn-
aissance, in unite the size of platoons and companies, most of the
time is brief and may in some instances be only a glance, but that
brief look must of necessity, be accurate and afford the unit the

best availeble terrain to fight on.




2. COMMUNICATION

Prior to an attesk, complete comsideration should be given %o
the difficulties whicéh may be encountered by terrain, the enemy znd
the operators in the actual maintenance of commmnicetion. The batt~
alion in it's plan had not considered the terrain an obstacle to
radio commmnication, although it was known to be rugged with many
draws and deep ravines. This knowledge if imparted to the operators
msy have influenced the unit's action more forcefully and speedily
than the‘albw movement of messengere which had to be resorted to by
the battalion commander. The ability of the enemy to monitor the comm~
. and net, added tc the confusion of orders at the battalion ¢ ommand
poa£ and neceesitated the movement of the battalion commander to &
position‘where he was less nesded., It is difficult to say if-any-
thing could have been done during the fast moving situation later in
the day, to relieve or improve the existing facilities. Wire may
have been resorted to, but it is a time consuming method, and it is
doubtful if it could have relieved ﬁhe situation in time to bring
about eny earlier decieion than was accompiished with messengers.

To fight a unit efficiently, a leader needs & rapid means of com-
minication dufing combet, s¢ that his subordinates can act prompt-
ly and decisevely in gaining and keeping the initiative.

5. SECURITY

Three very dafinité violations of security measuires becaﬁe
evident from a study of this operation.: Firat; in the enemy'e mon—
jtoring of the unit's radio command net. Someone had let siip in
his transmission the word "aull", it is safe to assume than an in-
telligent eremy operator had picked up the word in the message and
coneequently, the enemy commander had madé prompt use of it to con-
fuse our forces. Operators should be imbused with thé absolute im-

portance of using code names in transmitting or verifying messages,
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even in the height of battle this is of the utmost importance. Second,
security violated'hy excessive movement along the road between E & G
Company, by the anti-tank platoon, and the bettalion forward command
group. The complete lack of cbsmerwed snemy activity, gave these unite
a false sense of sesurity in their movements on the road and even in
their gun gnd command post installations. All units of a front-line
battalion, when contact is imminent, miet at all times seek cover and
concealxment., If roada must be used, traffic should be staggered. Once
e destination on the-road is reachéd, covered avermes, when available,
should be used to get off the roed end into position. The above unitle
complete disregaerd for the use of cover and concealed routes and pog-
itione, brought sbout the intense artillery and 83mm fire along the
road in the battalions sector. Third, Company F moved by column a-
stfide the road and without adequate security, aseuming that the balance
of the battalion was to the front. It is a grave error, when in close
proximity to possible enemy forces, regardless of what assumption seems
logical and evident at the time, to ever lm-;'ve e unit astride a road in
column. If this unit had used a more tactically sound formation in it's
movenment with security moving well to fhe front and flenks, it is safe -
to assume that it would not have been surprised when the enemy was lo-
cated to it's immediate front, only yards away.
4, CONTROL

The extreme difficulty encountered by the battalion commender in
controlling his unit was evidént when the attacking units reached the
initial objective. The primary reason for this, as brought out before,
wes commnication; but other factora_limited control, these were terrsin,
coordination gnd information on the situation.

Once E & G Companies reached the juncture of MASSERA-CORNIA Creek.
at widely separated pointes in diffieult country without commnication ~§§x

. : r A ¥

between them and with the reserve company already engaged with the en- ‘Cﬁ}‘fﬁ
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emy, the ccordinated combat effectiveness of_thé bettalion wae almost
lost in the face of an enemy force with control and initiastive. Al-
though the battalion commender was on the front line, he wae utterly
powerless to completely avail himself of all the forcee in his command.
Thies waee due primarily to the lack of rapid means of communicating
hie orders and plan of attack, secondly he wae not complgtely aWare
of the terrain snd situation confronting all elements of his commend.

It is firmly believed, after 2 thorough study of this operation,
if control had been maintained, sttacking and driving the enemy from
HILL 128 and it's vieinity could have besn accomplished by a coordin-
ated atiack of E & G Companies, with the destruction of these enemy
forces.

Better control of the unit would have been maintained if all
elements of the battalion had been operating on only cne side of the
GOENIA CREEK in convergjent movement, but control was sacrificed by

separation of the units over the wide valley floor on both sides of
;
v

’In gome cases control can be temporarily sscrificed, as in the i!fﬂjvtr
- '

the creek in a divergent movement.

case of Company E. Whether it was done heffunintentionally cr de-
liberately is not known by the writer. It is safe to assume tho!
that the almost complets 1ack of control by this unit in it's engege-

ment. with the enemy, spared it numerous casualties and gave it a

4
ﬂi

better chance to reorgsnize on the south bank 6f CORNIA CREEK.

5. ADJACENT UNITS | : | U;fi ta
It wes almoet imposeible to meintain contact with the Third \ Npﬁ"' ;" v
Battalion, due to the rugged country between the two units. If con- \\l‘)\?) J."'{‘
tact could have been maintained by the battalions, it would undoubt- - )‘)ﬂ’iﬁgﬂh
f

sbly have speeded up the capture of SUVERETO and BELVEDERE. The Thiréx }ﬂf
Battalion became lost and it's croesing of the line of departure was

delayed until 0900. It was this delay which also held up the Second
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Battalions movement beyond the initial objective. If both battalions
had advanced contimually after croeeing the line of departure at the

time specified, 0630, it ie safe to assume that the enemy would not

I

have had the time toc move troops to confrogt tQE‘EEEFa}ion, and it's move-
ment to it's objective would have been successful. | |
The uﬁknnwn delay of the 163th Infantfyrin taking over it's assign-
ed sector, was another factor which delayed the battalion movement. If
a coordinated plan between the two regimente had been worked out before-
hand, the movement uﬁ the valley would have beeﬁ speedily accomplished.-
Thié delay cmused the battalion to be deployed on sn extended front, EDK
seperated by a natural obetacle, phe floqf of.théwfﬁiié§; wﬁich; Aa '
mentioned before, caused the complete loss of control snd coordinetion

of movement.

6. THE ENEMY'S LN OF AQTIOR

The enemy's plaﬁ of action was necessarily one of delay, but if
it had bsen succésaful in this operation it mey have pushed all the
way to the road to SUVERETO and with the armor he had attached, would
heve delayed not only the regiments movement but aleo the Division.
From all indicatioﬁ, it was & hastily conceivéd plan to hold the phreat
to his flanks, while the units on the SUVEFETO;SASSETA Road fell back
in sn orderly fashion to SASSETA.

The tanks once they were acrose the MASSE?A CREEK were limited
in their movement, by the steep slopes of HILL 128 and the precipitous
banks of both the MASSERA and CCRNIA CREEKS. For the unlimited use of
armor it was imperative that the enemy gain access to the hridge across
the CORNIA CREEX. Only two tank approaches were acceseible to the
bridge, the road which wound arocund the. slopes of the hiil, but which
wae ably defended out of sheer necessity by the scattered remnante of
Company F and the approach near the banks of the MASSERA GREEK, which wes

completely denied hie use by the ability of the machine-guns; artillery
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and mortars to shed the tanks of their protection, the supporting in-
fantry.

If the enemy's plan had been successful in gaining the south bank
of Cornia_Creek,'he would ha#e eplit the bsttalion and completely anni-
hilated the smell force of Company F. This would have been s terrifie
blow to the morele of the battalion, from which it may never haia re-
covered.

{. H COMPANY'S SUPPORTING ROLE. .

The success of H Company in it's supporting role of iimiting and
finally stopping the enemy's attack, can be attributed to the initiative
of it'e platoon leadere and the closeness with which they meintsined con-
tact with the attacking rifle elements. The agressiveness and antici-
pation shown by Sgt. Okaseko in the employment of his platoon on HILL
127, completely caught the enemy by -surprise, delaying and restrict-
ing his movement. The foresight shown by the Slmm platoon in being
well forward, in anticipation of possible conflict, denied the enemy
the use of HILL 128 for his supporting automatic weapons. Although the
machine gun section near the oridge in no way‘influeﬁced the conflict,
it certainly was a great morsle factor for the men of Company F, and
was in z2n excellent position to contain any attempt by the enemy to
cross the CORNIA CREEK BRILGE.

N LESSONS

l. Reconnaissance by all echeions of command must be contimious,
and iﬁvol?es not only the enemy situation, but the terrain gnd the asit-
uation of -our own troops as well.

2. Plans mast be made well in advance for the utilization.of ail
means of communication; especially in hilly or mountanious terrain.

3. Seéufity, in close proximity to the enemy, must be maintained

over all movement and operations by all elements of the command.
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4, Control is essential 1o succese in combat,.a leader Qithaut con-
trol will experience extreme difficulty in commnicaeting his orders and
plan of attack. Control ies difficult in divergent movement. In certain
instances control can be temporarily released if it will merit a possible
reduction of cesualties.

5. Adjscent units should vigorously presa thé attack in their
assigned sectors to prevent the enemy from shifting troops aﬁﬁ sup-
porting fires to units that have meneuvered well into his position.

Plans éhould be mede with wdjacent units for control of critical
terrain features dividing their sectors. \

6. Armor in Pighting infantry, needs the close support of the
infantry soldier, for it'e protection.

7. The Feevy Weapons Company rust maintein contimious close
support of all unite within the battalion and, if st all possible,

esch platoon must rmtually support each other.
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